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Tourism in San Juan, Puerto Rico and its Three 
Constructs: 

Island Past, Island Paradise and Island Progress 

ENRIQUE VlVONl FARAGE 
Universidad de Puerto Rico 

1)uring 1111- c o l o ~ ~ i z a t i o ~ ~  01' l'uc-rto 1Zic.o Iy t l ~ r .  Clnitetl States. 
our finest asscat - for t l ~ w  - ~ 3 5  our island 1.onditio11: key tn 

the C:ariIhean. Ihring t l r ~  Sird liliy yc'ars of 1i.S. colonial 
process. our " is ln~~d~~t-s>"  p v v  \'a' to wri011s ways of seeing 
and being seen. Isla~~rlpr~.si. 11laycvl with 1 1 1 ~  roma~itiv r~otioris of 
our Spanisl~nws a11d tlw 1111ilt I)I)IIIII~I+ ~ x p t u r t d  i l l  ~ I I P  war: 
I.~lond paradisc. (11-ah witl~ t l ~ t .  c*\otiv a d  Iusriot~s of our 
natural surrour~tlir~ys. cluitt. I'rankly uricsplored I)! ir~ost I'LIIVIII 
Hivar~s of the Yk and 3 0 s  a ~ d .  tillall! lslrrr~rl p r o p s s .  led I,!. 

i t  I d  in>tallrd elwtric- *trcv*t I ~ I I I ~ .  Iwilt a rlru scltrarr 
dedicated to t l~r  -\d~nir .~l  i l l  1'ront 01 t111- \ Iu~~ i~+i l~ ; i l  Tlieater and 

imperial role. I'uvrto IIic-11 \ ~ O I I I I I  I W I Y I I I I P  an i ~ ~ ~ p o r t a n t  part of 
the .-brwricar~ i111l11vh1 arc.l~ilwlago that strc~tvl~rd fro111 the 
Pacific to t l ~ e  Car i l~ lwa~~ .  I I I  timt,. l 'u(,rt~ IZiro's place ~vould 
shift between three c.or~stru~.t.~: Isla~~tl  1'a.-I. Island I'aradisr and . . 
Island Prop.+.  I Iiesr t l ~ r w  \ \ . O I I I I I  wrvt. as idelltit!. vt.hic.lez in 
zeneral. a r d  i n  partitwlar I;)r tl~t. I & r ~ t l ' -  rlew r c h  as a tourist 
destination. 'I'l~ese C I ) I I ~ ~ ~ I I I . I :  will al'I't.1.t t11v nia11rler il l  \vhich 
I~otcls \\.ere- to I)r drsipc.tl. 

\\'it11 the 11t=str111&m of t l~v 1'111:rta (11: Si~ntiiyo i n  1800. the 
ar~c.>ir:~~t \vailtrtl (:it!' ol' S ~ I I  . I I I ; I I I  \ V I ~ I ~ Y ~ I I I I ~ I I  t 111' rest of I I I V  Islarid. 
, . I I l c .  tle~riolitior~ ol t l ~ v  walls I I O I  o ~ ~ l y  rc~~l~orrtlt:tl to tI1c tleu~a~ttls 
of a gru\ving C I I I I I I I I ~ . ~ ~ ~ ; ~ ~  sc:c:tc~r for Illorcx space and all adequate 
access 10 t111. 11011. l,ut also I;vl ill<* dvsirc. ol' its rc.sitlctr~ts to I~avc 

r . 
~ C I : I ~ S >  to ~ i ~ o d t w ~ i t y  a11d I)rogrvs>. I I ~ r w  y(!ars lwfort:. i11 1803. 
to celebrate the viait ol' I'ri~~ws.. Ilulirlio. the cit! made arl 
eriormous effort to sl~o\v off tlw pro;rt.s$ attained in the colon!.: 
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Tl~i? 111twtalitj 01 '-1ri~11111gr1ieity" allo\\wl for ~wr i t i r~~wt~ i l  v i \ i I  
senants 111  rans sit -c~au~lt~s~l!  bt.t\\c.rn 1111. islant1.s i r ~  tht. rJac.ilic- 
arrtl t l i t ~  Cdrilhearl. 'I'lir I I I W  ro lo~l iza t io~~ of t l ~ v  I'aciliv and t11v 

irr~lwrial aridlilrcla~o. -4 c.a.ce in 1wi11t i?r (Ztwrge (:oltorr. \\ 110 \\:Ic 

e l~r~~loyed i l l  \lauila as a whtoms oflit~ii~l. Ntt'r >weraI years i l l  

\lar~ila. i l l  1000 Ilc. \\.ah tlesignarml govlLrrlor of P I I I T ~ I I  Rit-11. 

Coltorr \\a- tlnick to imitate i r ~  his I I I W  \-enuv hi. \lani1:1 
exlwrienw \ \ l~e re  111s I d  w i t ~ i ~ ~ s s ~ v l  a 1111il1ling 1)oo111 11ro11gl1t 111 
tlw 11tw city plan I)! Lh1ni14 Fhr~ l I i a~ i~ .  111 I& propostvl ~ L I I I .  
Hl~r~rlram Ilocl prtw-nred t l ~ t *  old 5l)arti-11 cit! u ~ l d  the Iortifietl 
\ $ ; I I I ~  whir11 l ~ e  s ~ ~ r r o u ~ ~ d i d  11y 11:1rl\> arid rwrwtiorial L ~ ~ I Y I S . '  1 1 1  

lettt-r- 10 tllch h w t a ~ -  of \\ ar. ~ o l t o n  ro~~tir ir~all)  expr(*>>ed his 
(1e.sir1. to tlo t1ti11~- --tItr \ \ ~ j  \wb did ~ I I I W I  i ~ t  \Iar~ila.'" 

(:or~stit~rtr a I~ rc~ t l ig i c~~~> atlvarwe i r l  h \ o r  (11 thc i~rll~ro\c.- 

111 the Stat(%>. t11v ( X f c m ~ i a  Mssion Stylv had it3 11t:yday d u r i ~ ~ g  
t l t v  I8HOs. IIIII W I . ~  stri~:ken O I I ~  (of h s l ~ i o n  at 1111: ( : ~ I I I I I I I I I ~ ; I I I  
E:\lwsitio~l \\hc.rl I)anitrl Burr~l~arrl led his Eaztvr~l ~t:lioc~l of 
tIro11g11t illlo vit*toq tvit11 the cl~~sigri of the fair :IS the so-c~all~.tl 
"\\l~ite ci~y". Hut i l l  t 1 1 ~  l'rontictr. the 5tyle was Ilvavily I'avorc~l 
11) the atll~~inistraticm a1111 other III.\v~!. arri\.ed ;\wc.ric.an 
i r ~ > t i t ~ ~ t i o ~ ~ s .  'I'IIP hl issio~~ Stylt* wras 11r1~ferrecl in tht- 11csig11 01' 
I ' r c~ t r s t a~~~  c4rurcl1c:s. a I I ~ W  i r ~ ~ ~ i t u t i o n  in traditio~rall!- Catl~olic- 
~ ' u c ~ l o  m i ~ v ~ :  in I~uildiri~.s of 1111il1d Stalvs cwq~c~rati~ons tllat had 
SPI 111) olwr;~tior~s i l l  1111, i s l a ~ ~ ~ l :  and i l l  scllools 1;1r tlre Ilmr 
p ~ l ) l i c .  ctlu~.atiorl systc'~~~. For e x a ~ ~ r ~ ~ l t ~ .  in 1907. :\ntcmir~ 
& ~ I ~ C I ~ I I I I I ; I .  a C ~ . I X ~  iirt:l~itt:ct w l i ~ ~  arriwd in l l ~ ~ t ~ r t c ~  1tit:o fro111 
(:l~ic.ap~. 1 1 4  tllis $?le i n  the t lvsip of the \Irtl~oclist Chur1:11 
in I ' I I I ~ I - I :  ;111d in t11c proj~v.~  in Fajardo for tlie Y\lC.\. !:or a (15. 
I I L I ~ I Y I  sugi~r ~ o r ~ ~ o r : ~ t i o r ~ .  \ecI~otlo~ira d 1 4 p 1 v I  t l ~ e  residcwce of 
t h ~ .  atlrni~li-trator ul' tlrc. Central Fajartlo as a \liesion style. 
~ I I I $ O \ V .  ~ I : ~ . ~ O I ~ O I I I ~  spoke of these tlvsip13 in 1111- h1ihsio11 
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The idea of nlaking Puerto Rico a tou~ism clestinv persisted 
ere11 though existing commercial hotels were not u p  to 
Aluc+can standards Soon the \-ariderbilts from New Yorli 
~ ) r ( y ~ ~ s e d  a new hotel outside the islet or Sari Juan. in the 
recently developed spit of land called El Co~iclado. In lQl4. 
tlley hired tllc: linn ot' \Varrrll and R'et~l~ow, arc11itec.t~ of' tllr 
Hiltmore. the Ke\\, 1-orli \Tariderldt a i d  tllc* Grand Central 
Station for the design ol' the (~:ontlaclo \'a~iclerbilt. Even t l ~ o u g l ~  
clesipecl i n  t l ~ r  California Rli.+.ion Style. the. loca~ior~ 01' tile 

I1otv1 . I I IA~  ol dnotl ic~ kind of touri-111: elploiting the clilnate. 
tlw lwa(.I~e:, and other out-doors activitieb. The sitr could not 
Iw Iwtter for this kind of toulis111: 011 the 110~111 of t l& spit of 
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(Uut 01' t l~ is  .-td~ool vallli- I \ V I I  arcliitect>. (-)s\-al~lt~ Toro a ~ d  
h l i p d  1:errc.r wl~o. i n  I 0.15. t.stal~lisllecl tl~tair arrl~itt~c~tur;rl 1ir111. 
Tlwir largest I ~ I I I I I I I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I I  C ~ I I I I ,  ;~fter \vi1111ing tliv >tatr-spt~n- 
sort.tl ~w~r l lwt i t io~~  lor a :3OO-betl I~otel. Thi. t1csig11 t~ t~~n lwt i t i c~ r~  
\vas o rga~~iz~v l  l q  1111. 1'111,rto l < i w  lr11111strial I ) ~ * \ I * ~ o ~ I I I ~ * I I ~  
C:o~~~pany. 11 ir~vitocl tivv art.l~itc.c.tr~ral 1ir111; to parti~,ipate: 1111.1~. 
l o r a l ~  ar~tl t\vo Florida-l~aard. TIrv state-zitlv otfic.t-t. of Fretlcri14i 
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The Caribe Hilton Ilotc-l uas  I I N .  fir.-t lrrqor hlotlern Movement 
Luildinc to he crcctfvl in I ' I I I T I ~  R i w .  h m ~ e  tild~iterta protested 
it- straight. e~~girleer-lil\t> li11e4. I I ( w Y ~ ) ~ I ~ ) c ~ ~  r o ~ n l ~ ~ m d  it to a 
CocwCola bottle I N \  on its s i t l t~  a \ + l ~ i t c .  c.lcpha~rt. or a follj. 
H I I I  tilt, ten-stoq building \\as to Iwcorr~t. ail icwr~. 113 tlcsign 
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\I;. C. I if.11 01 111t. l i o t v l  (~R~~IJIJI~UII lli11011 j h t i t i  1111- fti~&n/ I:t,r/ Siit~ " 7 l r ~  I l  Intl i~i );\I(: I 1.1 f.hl~~c~;cr!. 1010) 
(;vroi~i~~t,,. 

l'qbrlo I h f b .  -'I'~IC > b i l w r ~ a i ~ ~ ~  of 111,. Trtslw..' ( ~ J I I  JIMII: Th.  I:~II~I!J~~~o 

CON(:i,[ .SlON \ a ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ r l ~ i l t  I l n~ t v l .  1 llK!ll]). 
i t  . .I ,  

II~TII~ Rica~.'~ TIit, l r~~ l i i /~~:~/ i i r~~ l  l ~ , ~ i t i n  (\l.trch 11) i.:): I 10-131. 

'' lh\-i~l I+'. k t * . .  UIV l . ~ g  l~~~liill I'ii111 (.I I l t ~ ~ ~ ~ r i ~ ~ i I  .~IIII/\ ,!f PIIIVIU I~IIV,'~ 
i4;111d l'ast. I s l a r ~ d  I 'a rad iw arid I; la~it l I'ITJ~.I...s i\wr. at111 st i l l  I1r,qrn\ t,/ /-:Io~~oI~~I, lJ~,r~~l,,/,~iit~i~~) (Sari JIIJII: 'ralltwp Cr.ifit,~e I~~tvrarn*,ri. 
arc3. I~II.I*I. c . o ~ i z t r ~ ~ c t -  that  cltslineatc- t h v  c l l a ~ t g i r ~ g  I'urxrto 1jica11 I'J~~II*. I~~IIII 1113-101. 


